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a message from 
RAISINS 


Watching Officer Tou Thao, an Asian man, stand Бу and 
do nothing as Officer Chauvin brutally murdered Floyd was 
a powerful reminder of the passivity that has existed in the 
Asian community during instances of oppression against 
Black bodies. This has provided the Asian community an 
important opportunity to look within and ensure that 


passivity at the hands of white oppression comes to an end. 


Racist police violence is far from the only manifestation of 
violence against Black people in the US: we must work to 
fight mass incarceration, gentrification, unequal pay, 
inaccessible housing & education and much more. Fighting 


police brutality helps combat other injustices. 


This resource guide highlights ways that the Asian 
community can step up and take action rather than 


continuing to remain passive on the sidelines. 





- Melanie Chow, Nhi Dang & the rest of the RAISINS 
Collective SN 
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WHY ASIANS NEED 
TO SUPPORT BLACK 
LIVES NOW 





black 


lives 
matter 


not just today, not just 
tomorrow, but everyday. 
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WHERE TO START 


"30+ WAYS ASIANS PERPETUATE ANTI-BLACK 
RACISM" BY MICHELLE KIM 











further 
reading: 





"30+ Ways Asians perpetuate Anti-Black Racism" 
by Michelle Kim 


-A Letter from a Yale Student to the Chinese American 
Community" 
a by Eileen Huang 


"South Asians need to do more to fight anti-Black racism" 
by Meera Estrada 


"In defense of Affirmative Action: a guide for Asian American 
students" 
by Olivia Mayeda 


WHAT IS THE MODEL 
MINORITY MYTH? 


The myth that all Asians are well off, 
getting good grades in school, attending 
elite universities, and ending up in high 
paying jobs. 


What this serves to do is draw attention 
away from white privilege. Asians are used 
as the example of opportunity in America, 


showing that race is not an inhibiting 
factor. 


This creates a false representation of 
opportunity in America as well as creating 
a false representation of the Asian 
community, as it disregards the struggles 
that a great number face - particularly 
within the high numbers of recent 
immigrants. 


Finally, it serves to disrupt solidarity 
between people of color. 





HOW DOES THE MODEL 
MINORITY MYTH DISRUPT 
SOLIDARITY? 


"It makes a flawed comparison 
between Asian Americans and other 
groups, particularly Black Americans, to 
argue that racism, including more than 
two centuries of black enslavement, 
can be overcome by hard work and 
strong family values" 


JANELLE WONG, DIRECTOR OF ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES 
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND, COLLEGE PARK, 


In 1966, William Petersen published an article in the New 
York Times called "Success Story: Japanese American Style". 
His article compared Japanese Americans and African 
Americans. "It solidified a prevailing stereotype of Asians as 
industrious and rule-abiding that would stand in direct 
contrast to African-Americans, who were still struggling 
against bigotry, poverty and а history rooted in slavery." 


KAT CHOW, NPR 


LETTERS FOR 
BLACK LIVES 


Sometimes, we might not know what to say to our 


families to gain their support. Letters for Black Lives has 
created letters with dozens of translations to help us 
start those conversations. 


lettersforblacklives.com 





Dear Mom, Dad, Uncle, Auntie: 
Black Lives Matter to Us, Too 
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SOLIDARITY 


In the 1960s and 70s, Black activists fought for the civil 
rights we enjoy today. Some Asians joined the fight and 
helped amplify those Black voices. We need to eminate their 
support today, for without those Black activists leading the 
fight, we would not be where we are today. 
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While across the internet the slogan "Yellow Peril Supports Black 
Power" is popular in Asian support of the Black Lives Matter 
movement, it has the negative effect of centering Asian voices, 
something we must avoid as we work to amplify Black voices. 





Yuri Kochiyama saw that racism has placed people of 
color in similar positions of marginalization and 
pushed for solidarity among the Asian American and 
Black communities. She was a Japanese American 
activist who fought for Black liberation, Puerto Rican 
independence, Arabs, Muslims, and South Asians post 
9/11. While Kochiyama recognized the uniqueness of 
each ethnic group, she understood the importance of 
solidarity against racism and polarization. 


“SOLIDARITY DOES NOT ASSUME THAT 
OUR STRUGGLES ARE THE SAME 
STRUGGLES, OR THAT OUR PAIN IS THE 
SAME PAIN, OR THAT OUR HOPE IS FOR 
THE SAME FUTURE. SOLIDARITY 
INVOLVES COMMITMENT, AND WORK, 
AS WELL AS THE RECOGNITION THAT 
EVEN IF WE DO NOT HAVE THE SAME 
FEELINGS, OR THE SAME LIVES, OR THE 
SAME BODIES, WE DO LIVE ON COMMON 
GROUND.” 

- SARA AHMED 


EDUCATIONAL 


RESOURCES 


BOOKS 


Eloquent Rage: A Black Feminist Discovers 
Her Superpower by Brittney Cooper 

How to be Antiracist by Ibram X 

| Know Why The Caged Bird Sings by Maya 
Angelou 

So You Want to Talk About Race by ljeoma 
Oluo 

The Price for Their Pound of Flesh by Daina 
Ramey Berry 

The Possessive Investment in Whiteness: 
How White People Profit from Identity 
Politics by George Lipsitz 

The New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander 


EDUCATIONAL 


RESOURCES 
FILMS 





Netflix HBO 
e 15th e Say Her Name: The Life 
e When They See Us and Death of Sandra 
e See You Yesterday Bland 
e Dear White People e Baltimore Rising 
e American Son e 31/2 Minutes, Ten 
e LA 92 Bullets 
Hulu To buy/rent 
e The Hate U Give е Black Power Mixtape: 
e If Beale Street Could 1967-1975 
Talk e Clemency 


е | Am Not Your Negro 
e Selma 


EDUCATIONAL 
RESOURCES 


е Code Switch (NPR) 

е About Race 

e |ntersectionality Matters! 

е Momentum: А Race Forward 
Podcast 

e Pod Save the People 

е 1619 by The New York Times 

e Sincerely, Lettie 





HOW YOU CAN HELP: 


Donate! 
қана EP 


e Mutual Aid Funds 
National Bail Fund Network 
Reclaim The Block 
Campaign Zero 
The Bail Project 
Black Visions Collective 


Support black-owned businesses! 


е Bease Butter е The Honey Pot Co. 

е Botanika Beauty e Black Vibe Tribe 

e Epara Skincare e Harperlman Dolls 

e Gemini Naturals e Just Like Me! Book Box 


..and many more! 
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